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THE  MOST  HYGIENIC  OF  RELIGIOUS  SECTS. 

By  Dr.  Giovanni  Perilli, 

Military  Hospital  of  Rome. 


Those  who  attended  a  performance  of 
"  Cavailerizzar  given  last  spring  at  the 
Valle,  for  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers,  heard 
(iandusio  exclaim,  "Ah,  '  Mormon/  *  with 
such  comic  naturalness,  that  a  hurricane 
of  applause  was  unsuccessful  in  covering 
up  the  explosion  of  laughs,  which,  together 
with  somewhat  salacious  comments,  was 
sporadically  renewed. 

This  episode  awakened  in  many  a  desire 
to  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  "Mormon" 
seel,  of  whom  only  evil  is  spoken  by  those 
unfamiliar  with  its  origin,  teachings  and 
government.  This  desire  was  not  born  in 
me  at  one  stroke,  but  developed  during 
my  stay  in  Colorado,  a  bordering  state  to 
Utah,  the  centre  of  the  "  Mormon " 
Church.  From  time  to  time  I  heard 
people  speak  of  the  honesty  and  industry 
of  this  people;  and  of  their  magnificent, 
almost  patriarchal  organization,  which  in 


1930  celebrated  its  first  centenary,  the 
"Mormon"  Church  being  legally  estab- 
lished on  the  6th  of  April,  18£0.  ' 

I  heard  concerning  their  former  plural- 
ity of  wives  (not  more  than  2  per  cent, 
of  the  Latter-day  Saints  practised  poly- 
gamy) often  spoken  of  with  a  little  smile 
of  which  practice  many  people  claim  to 
have  certain  proof.  The  fact  is,  however, 
that  at  the  end  of  1890,  the  head  of  Un- 
church announced  that  he  had  a  revela- 
tion from  God,  commanding  the  faithful 
people  to  abolish  polygamy.  Thus,  with 
almost  religious  zeal,  the  people  ratified 
the  disappearance  of  a  religious  practice 
incompatible  with  the  laws  of  the  great 
American   Confederation. 

One  must  not  fall  into  the  error  of 
associating  the  memory  of  Moslem  harems 
with  the  homes  of  the  "  Mormon  "  women  ; 
it  is  enough  to  say  that  "  Mormon  "  poly- 
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gamy  was  due  to  the  enthusiasm  for  a 
moral  life,  the  desire  to  obey  the  Biblical 
precept  "to  multiply  and  replenish  the 
earth,"  to  combat  promiscuous  liberties, 
and  to  protect  the  right  of  every  woman 
to  become  a  wife  and  mother  under  the 
legal  protection  of  a  husband.  Thus, 
equality  was  observed  among  the  wives, 
which  quieted  their  jealousy,  and  they  in 
turn  considered  an  honour,  which,  says 
Professor  Cestre  of  the  University  of 
Paris,  "  other  women  would  have  con- 
sidered a  humiliation/'  Their  faith, 
carried  almost  to  the  limits  of  religious 
enthusiasm,  brought  about  this  miracle. 

Polygamy  Pkohibited. 

In  1862,  a  law  Avas  passed  at  Washing- 
ton prohibiting  polygamy  in  all  states  of 
the  Union.  For  twenty  years  the 
"  Mormon  "  Church  contested  the  legality 
of  this  law ;  therefore  a  second  law  was 
passed,  more  severe  than  the  first.  A 
third  .law  was  enacted  in  1887,  ordering 
the  confiscation  of  Church  property  and 
inflicting  a  prison  sentence  for  polygam- 
ists;  but  not  even  this  effort  was  effica- 
cious. But,  to  the  head  of  the  Church, 
President  Wilford  Woodruff,  there  came, 
in  1890,  the  newT  revelation,  which 
abolished  polygamy,  under  penalty  o^ 
excommunication;  while  continuing  the 
solemnization  of  celestial  marriages,  that 
is,  marriages  for  time  and  eternity,  con- 
tracted at  an  altar  in  the  temple  reserved 
solely  for  "  Mormon "  believers.  Non- 
"  Mormons  "  are  prohibited  entrance  into 
the  temple.  It  is  on  these  grounds,  that 
maligners  contend  that  "  celestial  marri- 
ages, which  consecrates  the  union  of  spirits 
in  the  hereafter,  are  ofttimes  lived  in  this 
world." 

"  Mormonism "  has  missionaries  all 
over  the  globe,  and  volumes  of  Church 
literature  have  been  translated  into  foreign 
languages  for  the  work  of  evangelization. 
It  even  has  monthly  bulletins  in  all 
missions.  I  am  grateful  to  the  central 
office  in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  to  its  re- 
presentatives in  Europe,  for  their  courtesy 
in  sending  me  numerous  publications  on 
the  subject. 

I  have  found  particularly  interesting 
one  article,  "  Utah  and  the  '  Mormons/  'J 
written  by  the  Professor  Cestre,  Docent 
of  American  Literature  in  the  Sorbonne, 


Paris,  from  which  I  have  taken  material 
for  this  article. 

At  the  1930  International  Hygiene 
Exposition  in  Dresden,  the  "  Mormon " 
Church  had  its  demonstration  beside  the 
International  Labour  Office,  The  Red 
Cross,  and  the  Office  of  the  National 
Society  of  Hygiene.  Official  participa- 
tion in  this  important,  modern  representa- 
tion was  largely  effected  by  means  of  a 
liberally  distributed  propaganda  leaflet  in 
several  languages,  entitled  "  The  Word  of 
Wisdom." 

We  find  in  all  religions,  especially  at 
the  beginning  of  their  history,  medical 
empiricism  connected  with  priestly  mis- 
sionary work.  In  the  writings  of  the 
Bible  and  the  Talmud,  in  the  records  of 
Israel  and  of  Syria,  Babylon,  and  even 
in  those  of  Egypt,  we  find  interesting 
demonstrations  of  this  fact.  Even  among 
the  old  Egyptians  the  hygienic  life  with 
regard  to  cleanliness  of  body,  sanitation, 
nutrition,  sex  relation,  circumcision  of 
children,  etc.,  was  regulated  by  precise 
laws  under  the  form  of  religious  prescrip- 
tion. The  opponents  of  modern  special- 
ization in  medicine  will  marvel  that  among 
the  Egyptians,  4,000  years  before  Christ, 
there  were  very  good  oculists.  Certainly 
it  will  modify  their  opinions  when  they 
learn  that  there  were  at  that  time 
specialists  of  the  right  and  specialists  of 
the  left  eye. 

But  how  did  the  "  Mormon "  Church 
come  into  existence? 

Joseph  Smith's  Vision. 
A  youth,  Joseph  Smith,  the  son  of  a 
New  York  farmer,  was  reputed  to  have 
had  visions.  This  claim  was  not  appre- 
ciated by  his  contemporaries.  Consequent- 
ly, he  drew  apart  from  the  world.  The 
visions  became  more  frequent.  One  day, 
the  21st  of  September,  1823,  there  ap- 
peared to  him  an  angel,  who  called  himself 
Moroni — a  being  who  had  lived  on  the 
American  Continent  400  years  after 
Christ.  Moroni,  who  was  the  son  of 
Mormon,  a  warrior  and  historian,  had 
been  the  last  of  a  long  line  of  prophets 
belonging  to  the  people  of  Nephi.  He 
had  assembled  the  writings  of  his  father, 
Mormon,  in  a  book  consisting  of  gold 
plates,  which  he  had  hidden  in  a  hill. 
Joseph   Smith  was  told  that  four  years 
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should  transpire  before  he  would  be  judged  principally  to  their  system  of  living  regu- 

worthy  to  touch  this  record,  and  translate  lated   m    accordance    with    the   Word  o^ 

the  writings  contained  therein.  Wisdom,  revealed  by  God  to  the  I  rophet 

After   other   revelations   had  been   re-  JosePn  Smith    27th  February,  1833      It 

ceived,   the    Church   of   Jesus    Christ    of  J8  a  ^stem  tned  and  Prov''n  lor  ;1  c^ry 

Latter-day   Saints,   commonly  called  the  W   a  SrouP  °f   PeoPle  who<  &°™*8  in 

"  Mormon  "  Church,  was  finally  organized  numbers  year  by  year,  now  number  around 

on  the  6th  of  April,  1830.  three-quarters  of  a  million. 

The  development  of  this  new  religious  '    Another  convincing  proof  is  that  given 

sect  took  place  in  the  face  of  bitter  op-  ,,v  thc  ofncial  statistics  of  the  League  of 

position.     This  culminated  in  the  violent  Nations.      The  average   birthrate  m  the 

death  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  who  25  principal  nations  is  22  per  thousand, 

was  shot  on  the  27th  of  June,  1844,  fol-  whlle  amon£  the  "  Mormons     it  is  30  pel 

lowing  a  trial  held  under  the  pressure  of  thousand,  which  is  greater  by  almost  one- 

a    fanatical    revolt    of    "  Mormonism's »  third.      Tne   average   deathrate   in   these 

enemies.        Three   days   before  going   to  nations  is  14  per  thousand,  while  among 

Carthage,  Illinois,  the  Prophet  said:  "I  the    "Mormons"     it    is    only     7.5    per 

go  like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  but  I  am  thousand,  which  is  almost  one-half  less, 

as  calm  as  a  summer's  morning.       Mv  demonstrating  that  they  have  a  smaller 

conscience  is  void  of  offence  towards  my  mortality  and  greater  longevity.     Ihe  net 

fellow-men,  and  if  they  take  from  me  my  difference  between  births  and  deaths  m 

life  I  shall  die  an  innocent  man.      My  these   nations   is   8   per   thousand,   while 

blood  from  the  earth  shall  cry  vengeance,  amonS    the    "  Mormons       it    is    23    per 

and  of  me  it  shall  be  said  that  he  was  thousand.     In  this  it  is,  therefore,  about 

assassinated  in  cold  blood,"  and  thus  it  three  times  greater. 

was  In  the  International  Health  1  ear  Book 

After    this    murder,    the    "  Mormon •"  we  find  another  proof  in  the  averages  of 

people    were    driven   from    Illinois,    and,  mortality  from  the  following  diseases  m 

under  the  guidance  of  their  newly-chosen  the    years    1926    aud    1927    amT°Tng    s? 

prophet,   Brigham  Young,  were  directed  nations  —  Germany,      France,      Holland, 

towards  the  Eocky  Mountains,  a   desert  Switzerland,  England  and  United  States 

region,   where,   after   sufferings   of  every  — m  .  comparison     with     those     of     the 

kind  and  unheard-of  sacrifices,  they  sue-  '    "i?rmon*     :~  . 

-,-,.        P          -..           , ,         m'i    iL         n    t-t.     ,  Deaths  per   100,000  from 

Ceeded    m    founding    the    State    Ot     Utah.  the   following  diseases:        Nations.     "Mormons." 

which  in  a  relatively  brief  time  became  Tuberculosis        ....        120                6 

known   as   the   "Pearl"    of    the   United  D^easas"  *  of" '  Nervous        ^              ^ 

States  of  America.     The  organized  forces  ^System          6rV             123               52 

of  the  "  Mormon  "  Church,  combined  with  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

agricultural,    commercial    and    industrial  System  . .     . .     . .        196            115 

efforts,  have  all  served  to  make  the  State  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

prosperous.  _    systenl  ;  ■     "     ■  ■        467            105 

T    ,                «       -i                         p    ,i     •            •   ,  Diseases   or  the   Diees- 

Let  us  refer  to  a  part  of  their  social  tive  s    tem                     73              55 

and  co-operative  work,  created  and  admin-  Now  that  the  \J^  against  tuberculosis 

1  ZQ    ,i?    a    mf11r,ier    truly    exei]1P]ar^r-  in  Italy  has  assumed  such  vast  propor- 

'  The     Mormon     Pioneers  created  from  ti          it  would  be  well  to  ascertain  the 

nothing  a  grand  and  glorious  republic.  reasons  f or  the  small  mortaiitv  rate  f or 

Ihey  found  a  desert  and  left  it  like  a  tuberculosis  among  the  "Mormons." 

garden  of  roses,    says  Dr.  Thomas  Nixon  Let  ug  note  the  ^      j     iven  b     tho 

Carver  Professor  of  Political  Economy  of  sm    le  and  efficacious  method  of  iiving 

Harvard  University,  in  a  happy  metaphor.  which  the   Word  of  Wisdom   teaches  as 

Benefits  of  the  Woed  of  Wisdom.  the  only  way  to  maintain  good  health  and 

The     "  Mormons "     are     strong     and  live  a  better  and  longer  life,  and  which 

healthy,  morally,  physically  and  spiritu-  its  adherents  naturally  do  not  hesitate  to 

ally.      Their  resistance  to   disease,   their  call  "  The  Way  to  Health,  Long  Life,  and 

better  health  and  longer  life,  are  all  due  Happiness."       The   precepts   deal   princi- 
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pally  villi  the  food  and  drink.     They  arc: 

1.  Moderate  use  of  meal :  The  desh  of 

animals  should  be  used  sparingly,  chiefly 
in  cold   weather. 

2.  The  liberal  use  of  fruit:  Fruits  of 
all  kinds,  especially  fresh  fruits,  should 
be  a   regular  part  of  the  human  dietary.. 

■'?.  The  regular  use  of  vegetables:  All 
tin1  recognized  edible  vegetables,  leafy, 
root  and  tuber,  should  he  eaten  daily. 
The  leafy  vegetables  and  some  of  the 
others  should  be  eaten  in  their  fresh  state. 

4.  The  basic  use  of  grains :  The  daily 
dietary  should  include  as  its  basis,  pro- 
perly prepared  grains.  The  whole  wheat 
kerne3]  should  be  ground  for  bread  as  por- 
ridge, defined  flour  should  be  avoided; 
whole  meal  used.  All  grains  are  good 
foods,  but  wheat  is  best  for  the  use  of 
man.  Other  seeds  and  nuts  also  form 
valuable  foods. 

5.  Health-giving  beverages :  Pure, 
fresh  water  should  be  drunk  freely,  at 
arising  and  between  meals  throughout  the 
day.  Milk,  fruit  juices  and  grain  ex- 
tracts, notably  of  bran  and  barley,  should 
supplement  the  intake  of  pure  water  in 
supplying  the  body  with  the  necessary 
liquid. 

6.  Proper  periods  of  sleep :  The  body 
should  he  invigorated  by  regular,  prefer- 
ably early  sleep,  ending  in  early  morning. 

7.  Habits  of  regular  work  and  piny: 
Health  requires  regular  and  steady  phy- 
sical  labour  and  intellectual  effort. 

8.  A  correct  mental  attitude:  Faith, 
hope,  charity,  and  a  constant  seeking  after 
the  truth  of  life  and  the  universe  with  a 
determination  to  accept  it  when  found, 
form  the  foundation  blocks  for  good 
health.  A  sound  religious  philosophy  is 
a   prerequisite  for   perfect  health. 

Prohibitions. 

1.  Abstinence  from  all  alcoholic 
drinks :  Beer,  wines  and  stronger  drinks 
should  he  eliminated  completely  from 
human  use.  The  proper  physiological  use 
of  alcohol  is  for  the  washing  of  the  body 
in  disease. 

2.  Abstinence  from  the  use  of  to- 
bacco: In  no  form  and  at  no  time  of  life 
should  tobacco  be  used.  Tobacco  has  its 
proper  place  in  medicine  and  among  the 
destructive  poisons. 

3.  Abstinence  from  the  use  of  tea, 
coffee  and  similar  substances :  All  drinks 


containing  substances  that   ate  tinntttut- 

ally    stimulating    should     be    eliminated 
from  the  human  dietary. 

4.  Avoidance  of  refined  foods:  Refined 
foods  have  been  robbed  of  many  of  the 
elements  most   needed  by  the  body. 

It  is  truly  surprising  that  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  a  century  ago,  without 
special  training  in  medical  knowledge, 
should  give  a  series  of  hygienic  precepts 
which  agree,  for  the  greater  part,  with 
the  full  light  of  the  most  modern  scientific 
investigations. 

The  problem  of  the  cost  of  living  is 
greatly  reduced  by  those  who  follow  the 
counsels  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  Because 
the  plan,  which  is  for  the  greater  part 
vegetarian,  is  less  costly,  and  eliminates 
the  expense  of  wine,  beers,  liquor,  tobacco, 
coffee,  tea,  etc. 

There  does  not  exist  among  the 
'  Mormons "  either  excessive  riches  or 
poverty. 

The  average  prosperity  is  very  high. 
Three-fourths  of  them  are  owners  of  their 
own  homes.  Seventy-seven  per  cent,  of 
them  are  engaged  in  productive  occupa- 
tions. Many  of  them  are  industrial.  All 
of  them  pay  punctually  the  tenth  part 
of  their  own  earnings  to  the  Church. 

"  Mormonism "  has  adopted  as  it? 
motto:  "The  Glory  of  God  is  Intelli- 
gence." Illiteracy  is  almost  unknown, 
for  97  per  cent,  are  literate;  60  out  of 
one  thousand  go  to  high  schools,  more 
than  three  times  the  average  of  the  United 
States,  as  a  whole ;  and  9  per  thousand 
are  registered  in  universities,  which  is 
double  the  average  of  the  United  States. 
Many  "  Mormons "  have  been  honoured 
with  high  positions  in  the  United  States 
Government. 

"  Mormon  "  Vital  Statistics. 

The  average  marriage  rate  is  14.5  per 
thousand  among  the  "  Mormons,"  while 
it  is  8  per  thousand  in  twenty  nations, 
according  to  the  annual  report  of  the 
League  of  Nations.  On  the  contrary,  the 
divorces  are  1.4  per  thousand,  while  15 
of  the  nations  have  an  average  of  4.6  per 
thousand.  The  illegitimate  births  are  8.7 
out  of  every  thousand  born,  while  in  22 
civilized  nations  they  amount  to  74  per 
thousand.  The  prisoners  in  the  Peniten- 
tiary of  Utah  are  only  21  per  cent. 
"  Mormons,"   while   of   the   State  "  Mor- 
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mons "  represent  62  per  cent,  of  the 
population.  This  high  morality  also  is 
due  to  the  good  physical  and  mental 
health  and  greater  self-control  which  the 
"  Mormons "  possess  because  of  their 
abstinence  from  intoxicating  and  enervat- 
ing substances. 

The  Medical  Aspects  of  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  is  a  volume  written  by  Dr.  Li. 
Weston  Oaks,  a  "  Mormon "  author,  in 
which  he  quotes  from  other  books,  jour- 
nals and  publications  found  in  the  Central 
Military  Library  of  Washington,  the 
richest  library  in  the  world. 

Besides  the  arguments  we  have 
briefly  considered  here  Dr.  Oaks 
treats  all  actual  cases,  among  which  we 
commend  the  chapter  on  "  The  Effects  of 
Tobacco  on  Women  and  Young  Girls/' 
in  which  he  cites  the  declaration  of  a 
magistrate  of  New  York  "  that  among 
100  young  men,  from  ten  to  seventeen 
years,  brought  before  him,  99  per  cent, 
have  tobacco-stained  fingers." 

These  figures  are  from  another  country, 
but  worth  the  trouble  of  studying,  because 
even  in  Italy,  notwithstanding  regulations 
and  the  cost  of  cigarettes,  the  shadow  of 
smoke  extends  not  only  over  the  adult 
female  sex,  but  also  over  the  young  people 
of  both  sexes. 

I  should  now  finish,  were  it  not  that  I 
am  tempted  to  say  a  few  more  words 
concerning  the  place  in  Western  America 
which  the  "  Mormons "  have  developed 
with  the  strength  of  their  arms,  the 
acumen  of  their  genius  and  the  tenacity 
of  their  will.  Utah,  the  magnificent  re- 
gion of  the  Eocky  Mountains,  with  its 
capitol.  Salt  Lake  City,  distinguished  by 
its  wide  and  straight  streets,  by  its  ample 
sidewalks  lined  with  trees,  by  its  large 
public  buildings,  by  its  vast  parks  and 
flower  gardens  surrounding  the  houses, 
has  a  power  and  attractiveness,  compar- 
able only  to  the  courtesy  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  Great  Salt  Lake  is  about  120  kilo- 
metres long,  and  about  80  wide  at  its 
greatest  point,  but  its  depth  is  only  from 
5  to  25  metres.  Thus  it  has  been  made 
possible  for  a  railroad  to  cross  it  on  the 
longest  bridge  that  exists  in  the  world. 
The  density  of  the  water,  rich  in  common 
salt  and  other  minerals,  is  greater  than 
that  of  the  Dead  Sea  in  the  Holy  Land. 
The  salt  content  is  22  per  cent.     At  the 


very   popular  beach  of   Saltair,  one  sees 
thousands  of  bathers  floating  like  corks. 
The  impossibility  of  sinking  attracts  even 
the  least  experienced  swimmers. 
Utah's  Scenic  Attractions, 

Other  attractions  of  Utah  consists  of 
the  Grand  Canyon  of  the  Colorado,  with 
its  infinite  variety  of  colour  and  delicately 
sculptured  rocks,  the  high  mountains  with 
peaks  of  eternal  snow;  the  paved  roads  in 
picturesque  parks.  Fruits,  in  main,  form 
the  contribution  of  Italian  emigrants. 

In  Utah,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Colorado, 
there  are  not  many  Italians,  but  all  there 
have  found  cordial  hospitality  and  have 
become  brothers  to  the  "  Mormon  "  people, 
in  their  identity  of  ideals,  living  in  recip- 
rocal respect  according  to  their  differing 
religious  beliefs.  Upright,  •  industrious 
and  frugal,  even  as  our  good  emigrants, 
the  followers  of  "  Mormonism "  receive 
the  esteem  of  countrymen  and  strangers, 
not  alone  for  their  virtue  and  the  spirit 
of  their  substantial  character,  but  for  their 
wisdom  and  rectitude  and  the  constant 
disinterestedness  of  their  leaders. 

Whoever  can,  should  not  fall  to  visit 
the  beautiful  land  of  Utah,  and  study  the 
characteristic  organization  of  the  "  Mor- 
mons," and  take  note  of  the  practical 
success  and  the  results  of  the  most 
hygienic  of  religious  doctrines. —  (This 
article  was  published  in  La  Scuola 
Nazional,  February,  1932,  and  translated 
into  English  by  Helen  Homer.) 


Tithing. 

If  we  accept  the  principle  of  tithing 
in  a  half-hearted  way,  fearing  that  we 
are  going  to  give  too  much,  or  are  making 
too  great  a  sacrifice,  we  shall  not  enjoy 
the  blessings  which  the  Lord  has  promised. 
But  if  we  give  liberally  in  the  spirit  of 
that  principle  we  shall  be  blessed.  Presi- 
dent Brigham  Young  declared  on  one 
occasion :  "  I  would  not  give  the  ashes  of 
a  rye  straw  for  the  man  who  feels  he  is 
making  sacrifice  for  God.  We  are  doing 
this  for  our  own  happiness,  welfare  and 
exaltation,  and  nobody  else's."  Every 
principle  of  the  Gospel  is  a  privilege  for 
us.  It  is  a  means  for  our  growth  and 
development,  and  if  we  shall  observe  it 
we  shall  enjoy  the  blessings  that  follow. — 
Presiding  Bishop  Sylvester  Q.  Cannon. 
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Finding  the   House   that 
God    Built. 


"Good  fiiprii&g,  MkdaW';  I  Haje  a 
GPpspei   trad   for  you  to  read." 

These  are  the  words  of  a  missionary 
laboring  in  the  States  to  an  indiffer'nt 
lady  as  he  was  trading.  The  lady  replied. 
"  I  am  not  interested  and  haven't  the  time 
to  listen  to  you  repeat  all  the  Bible  texts 
trying  to  prove  Mormonism  to  be  true." 

She  continued  by  saying:  "A  year  ago 
there  was  one  of  your  comrades  here  and 
for  two  hours  he  preached  the  Bible  to 
me,  and  I  don't  intend  listening  again 
to  the  sayings  of  Peter,  James,  Paul,  or 
any  of  the  other  prophets."  The  young 
man  was  at  first  bewildered  at  such  a 
sudden  strange  statement,  but  he  quickly 
gathered  his  wits  and  replied,  "  Lady,  if 
you  will  give  me  a  few  minutes  of  your 
time  I  will  promise  to  make  it  worth 
while  and  won't  say  a  word  concerning 
the  Bible."  The  woman  became  interested 
and  said  she  would  gladly  listen. 

"  All  right.  Suppose,  then,  that  your 
earthly  father  built  you  a  house  in  a  far 
away  city  and  offered  it  to  you  as  a  gift 
for  your  happiness.  Immediately  you 
would  prepare  to  go  in  search  of  the 
house.  But  suppose  as  the  train  arrived 
in  that  large  city,  ten  men  were  anxiously 
waiting  to  lead  you  to  the  house.  There 
was  a  catch,  however,  for  these  men  all 
had  a  different  idea  as  to  where  the  one 
house  was.  In  such  a  case  what  would 
you  do  ?  " 

"  I  don't  know,"  she  replied  jokingly, 
"  I  guess  I  would  die  without  finding  it." 

The  prose'yter  quickly  responded,  "  If 
that  house  offered  eternal  life  and  happi- 
ness you  wouldn't  give  it  up.  You  would 
earnestly  seek  it  and  the  first  step  towards 
finding  it  would  be,  naturally,  to  go  to 
your  father  and  ask  him  which  house  he 
had  erected." 

The  lady  understood  what  he  meant, 
and  after  a  short  conversation  invited 
him  back.  She  wanted  to  find  the  house 
that  God  built. 

Every  day  we  meet  people  who  find  the 
Bible  a  myth  or  a  fable  and  they  won't 
believe  in  it ;  thus  it  is  for  us  to  use  tact 
and  common  sense  as  a  converter.  There 


arc  thousands  of  people  who  are  yearning 
1o  find  God.  They  waul  eternal  life  and 
happiness.  They  want  to  find  content- 
ment, but  as  yet  a  reasonable  plan  con- 
cerning God  hasn't  been  given  them.  The 
house  which  the  10  men  or  priests  offer 
them  is  .not  satisfactory. 

Let's  teach  the  people  the  truth  aboui 
our  Eternal  Father,  His  ways,  His  mercy, 
love  and  righteousness.  Then  as  they 
believe  and  learn  to  know  God  through 
prayer^  through  faith,  and  through  their 
good  works,  the  glorious  plan  of  salvation 
will  become  more  clear  and  understandable 
to  them,  and  they  will  rejoice  in  the  won- 
drous knowledge  and  abundant  blessings 
which  come  to  all  who  do  His  will.  God 
is  always  willing  to  answer  a  humble 
prayer. — Carter  E.  Jones. 

Abominable    Creeds. 

By  J.  Percy  Goddard. 


Pakt  II. 

In  a  previous  article  under  the  above 
title  several  quotations  were  made  from 
Dr.  F.  W.  Farrar's  books,  "Eternal 
Hope "  and  "  Mercy  and  Judgment," 
setting  forth  the  frightful  teachings  re- 
garding "  hell "  that  were  current  in 
Christendom  a  century  ago. 

The  several  quotations  contained  in  this 
article  seem  justified  on  the  grounds  that 
the  books  quoted  are  now  out  of  print 
and  are  accessible  to  only  a  very  few 
readers. 

On  the  doctrine  "  that  the  vast  majority 
of  mankind  are  doomed  to  endless  tor- 
ments," the  following  quotations  are  from 
chapter  five  of  "  Mercy  and  Judgment " : 

"  1.  Of  the  case  of  unbaptised  infants  I 
will  say  very  little.  Their  '  damnation '  is 
graciously  asserted  to  be  '  of  a  very  slight 
character.'  Still  what  has  been  the  opinion 
of  most  Christian  writers  since  the  days  of 
St.  Augustine  about  them? 

"  Their  damnation  was  affirmed  by  the 
second    canon    of   the    Council    of    Carthage. 

"  At  the  Synod  of  Diospolis,  A.D.  415, 
it  was  made  one  of  the  seven  express  charges 
against  Pelagius  that  he  had  taught  '  that 
infants  dying  unbaptised  enjoy  eternal  life, 
though  they  do  not  enter  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.' 

" '  It     can     be     lightly     said,'     says     St. 

Augustine.  '  that  infants,  passing  out  of  the 

body  without  baptism,  will  be  in  a  damnation 

the  mildest  of  all.'    He  condemned  the  notion 

(Continued  col.  I ,  page  1  I .) 
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Mormon  Missionaries  take  Baseball  Tips, 

"Practising  at  the  Wanderers  for  one  of  their  baseball  games,  the  Cumorah  team,  composed  of  Mormon  missionaries 
from  the  Cape,  watched  attentively  while  their  Captain,  D.  M.  Dalton.  gave  a  demonstration  of  "at  bat."  The  party, 
most  of  whom  hail  from  Utah,  are  in  Johannesburg  for  a  combined  missionary  conference  and  baseball  tour."  (Taken 
from  'CAe  Star,  Johannesburg,  Tvl.,  Dec.  30,  1932.)  Reading  from  left  to  right,  they  arc  :  Elders  Eldon  Harris, 
Marcus  F.  Smith,  John  H.  Smith,  Stanford  G.  Smith  (just  in  back  of  John  H.  Smith),  Clarence  D.  Taylor,  John  C. 
Dalton,  Dr.  R.  C.  Robinson,  Elders  Clarence  E.  Randall,  Harold  H.  Smith,  Evan  P.  Wright,  and  Mission 
President  Don  Mack  Dalton. 


Convention    and    Baseball. 


The  Elders'  Convention  for  1932-33 
was  held  in  Johannesburg  from  December 
20,  1932,  to  January  3,  1933,  with  Pre- 
sident and  Sister  Don  Mack  Dalton  and 
fourteen  Elders  in.  attendance.  Many 
things  which  will  be  of  benefit  to  the 
people  of  South  Africa  were  discussed  and 
passed  on  by  the  Convention.  Plans  for 
the  Membership  Contest  for  the  Mission 
were  made,  together  with  resolutions  con- 
cerning ways  and  means  to  get  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Mission  more  faithful  to 
the  Gospel  teachings.  The  Elders  were 
entertained  at  Eamah  by  the  Johannes- 
burg Branch  and  enjoyed  a  visit  to  the 


Geduld  Gold  Mine,  near  Springs,  due  to 
the  special  courtesy  and  solicitation  of 
Mr.  Gemmill,  Manager  of  the  Chamber 
of  Mines,  who  is  a  friend  of  Elder 
Stanford  Smith. 

They  also  played  three  games  of  base- 
ball, one  with  Pretoria  and  two  at  Johan- 
nesburg, winning  two  and  losing  one  to 
Transvaal.  The  wonderful  hospitality 
and  kindness  shown  them  by  members  of 
the  Transvaal  Baseball  Association,  and 
Pretoria,  and  the  many  splendid  articles 
appearing  in  the  Daily  Mail  and  Star  if 
Johannesburg,  not  to  mention  the  home- 
like Christmas  Day  spent  with  the  Saints 
there  and  the  enjoyable  meals  the  members 
of  Johannesburg  gave  them,  will  long  be 
remembered  in  pleasant  retrospection. 
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Dr.  R.  C.  Robinson,  of  Cape  Town,  who 
has  been  playing  regularly  with  the 
Cumorah  Baseball  Club,  came  to  Johan- 
nesburg specially  to  help  the  missionaries 
with  baseball.  His  brilliant  pitching 
assisted  greatly  in  the  wins  for 
"  Cumorah."  The  team  work  of  the 
missionaries,  together  with  the  excellent 
pitching  of  Elder  C.  E.  Randall  in  the 
last  game  of  12  innings,  was  highly  com- 
mended by  the  best  baseballers  of  Trans- 
vaal. December  26,  at  Pretoria,  Cumorah 
won  11 — 3;  Johannesburg,  December  31, 
Cumorah  won  12 — 2;  Johannesburg, 
January  2,  1933,  Transvaal  won  a  12 
innings  game  7 — 6.  W.  L.  ("Young") 
Stribling,  the  famous  boxer,  umpired  the 
first  game  in  Johannesburg. — D. 


Utah's    Tolerance. 


( Editorial  entitled  "  Bishop  James 
Edward  Kearney,"  in  Deseret  News,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  Thursday,  November  24, 
1932,  on  the  installation  of  the  fourth 
Catholic  Bishop  of  the  Utah  Diocese.) 

The  fourth  occasion  comes  for  the  in- 
stallation of  a.  Catholic  Bishop  in  the 
Diocese  of  Salt  Lake,  which  embraces  the 
State  of  Utah.  To-day  Bishop  James 
Edward  Kearney  takes  up  his  important 
labours  with  the  prospect  of  many  years 
of  residence  among  us.  The  people  of 
this  State  extend  to  him  a  cordial  welcome 
and  a  sincere  wish  that  his  responsibilities 
may  be  to  him  a  happy  burden,  and  the 
good  he  may  do  as  large  as  his  heart 
desires. 

In  the  Diocese  over  which  Bishop 
Kearney  comes  to  preside  is  a  population 
of  Catholics  numbering  14,084,  ministered 
to  by  twenty-three  priests.  Among  the 
Catholic  contributions  to  the  community 
are  the  beautiful  Cathedral  of  the  Made- 
leine, one  of  the  fine  Catholic  structures 
of  the  country;  St.  Mary's  of  the 
Wasatch,  an  academy  for  girls,  having  one 
of  the  most  outstanding  scenic  locations 
in  the  world;  and  best  known  to  the 
people,  the  Hospital  of  the  Holy  Cross, 
the  oldest  institution  of  its  kind  among 
us,  located  on  a  ten-acre  lot  in  the  heart 
of  the  city.  Many  other  activities  have 
brought  homes  for  educational  and  chari- 
table work. 


In  this  State  the  Catholics  have  been 
a  congenial  religious  group,  who  even  in 
the  days  of  Utah's  religious  troubles  felt, 
as  a  class  that  their  duty  lay  in  Looking 
after  their  own  affairs.  To  the  beloved 
Bishop  Lawrence  Scania n  was  due  the 
tolerance  and  wisdom  of  the  Catholic- 
policy  in  this  region.  And  perhaps  an 
earlier  event  also  had  some  influence  on 
this  attitude.  When  the  Catholic  mission 
was  first  started  in  the  territory,  Governor 
Brigham  Young  contributed  500  dollars 
to  the  establishment  of  a  chapel  for 
Catholic  worship. 

Happily  the  religious  bitterness  in  Utah 
has  passed  and  we  dwell  together  in  peace, 
the  children  of  all  creeds  attending  the 
same  schools,  playing  the  same  games, 
entering  the  same  social  activities  and 
building  together  a  State  which  will  al- 
ways be  religious  because  of  its  peculiar 
history,  which  may  in  fact  as  time  goes 
by  become  a  centre  of  religious  thought 
in  America,  and  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  develop  to  full  bloom  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  flowers  of  religion — complete 
and  cheerful  tolerance — the  recognition 
of  our  hearts  that  if  anyone  of  us  is  the 
child  of  God,  we  all  are  His  children. 


Courtship. 

The  reason  why  there  are  so  many  more 
divorces  in  comparison  to  the  number  of 
marriages  is  stated  in  a  talk  by  Dr. 
Richard  R.  Lyman  as  being  that  men  are 
too  familiar  with  women  before  marriage ; 
that  the  man  or  woman  who  gives  so  freely 
of  his  or  her  affections  before  marriage 
has  less  to  give  afterward  than  the  man 
or  woman  who  has  their  affections  reserved 
for  his  or  her  mate. 


Time. 

Time  is  one  thing  that  can  never  be 
retrieved.  One  may  lose  and  regain  a 
friend;  one  may  lose  and  regain  money; 
opportunity  once  spumed  may  come  again, 
but  the  hours  that  are  lost  in  idleness 
can  never  be  brought  back  to  be  used  in 
gainful  pursuits.  Most  careers  are  made 
or  marred  in  the  hours  after  supper. 
— The  Netu  York  World. 
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The   Right   Road   to 
Life    Eternal. 


| !  I  would  exhort  you  that  ye  would 
ask  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not  true ; 
and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart, 
with  real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ, 
He  will  manifest  the  truth  of  it  unto  you, 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

With  these  last  few  words  of  the 
Prophet  Moroni  becoming  deeply  imbed- 
ded in  my  heart  and  mind,  while  reading 
our  Eelief  Society  lesson,  my  faith  was 
so  strengthened  that  I  determined  to  use 
that  advice  in  seeking  for  further  guid- 
ance and  help  in  gaining  a  greater  testi- 
mony and  in  helping  the  members  of  my 
family  to  see  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  as 
I.  That  evening  in  earnest  prayer  I  asked 
my  Heavenly  Father  for  help  and  assist- 
ance. I  slept  deeply  until  about  3  o'clock, 
when  I  awakened  from  what  appeared  a 
dream.  In  this  dream  I  was  in  attendance 
at  my  father's  funeral.  I  could  see  him 
just  as  plainly  as  the  day  he  died,  lyinr: 
in  his  coffin,  just  as  sweet  as  ever.  As  I 
was  looking  down  at  father,  my  sister 
came  to  me  and  asked  if  I  would  go  and 
pick  some  flowers.  I  answered:  "Yes, 
and  the  pansies  are  in  bloom."  She  re- 
plied :  "  Never  mind,  daddy  will  not  want 
many,  just  pick  a  few  of  the  best  carna- 
tions." So  I  picked  a  bowl  of  pansies 
and  placed  them  next  to  father's  coffin. 
While  so  arranging  them,  I  recognized  the 
familiar  and  sweet  voice  of  my  father 
saying :  "  My  child,  you  are  on  the  eight 
road,  and  I  want  you  to  do  the  work 
for  me.  And  don't  forget  to  tell  mother, 
Hettie  and  the  boys."  (The  above  named 
were  the  remainder  of  the  family.) 

I  was  so  impressed  with  what  I  had 
seen  that  I  awakened  my  husband,  Mr. 
Eussell,  and  related  to  him  what  I  had 
dreamt.  After  again  going  to  sleep  I  was 
awakened  shortly  afterwards,  having  wit- 
nessed for  the  second  time  this  same 
dream. 

With  that  message  having  been  given  to 
me  in  answer  to  my  prayer,  I  know  that 
I  am  on  the  "Eight  Eoad"  not  only  to 
gain  salvation  for  myself,  but  the  means 
whereby  my  dearly  beloved  family,  who 


now  do  not  see  the  glorious  truth,  may 
also  be  heirs  to  the  Celestial  Kingdom 
of  God. 

The  above  experience  occurred  to  Sister 
Celia  Meir  Eussell,  of  Port  Elizabeth, 
1932. 


CONCERT    RECITATIONS    FOR 
FEBRUARY,  1933. 


Gospel  Doctrine  Class. 

"We,  therefore,  feel  willing  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  all  the  world  of  mankind,  to  every 
creature  upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth, 
that  the  Lord  has  borne  record  to  our 
souls,  through  the  Holy  Ghost  shed  forth 
upon  us,  that  these  commandments  were 
given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  are  pro- 
fitable for  all  men  and  are  verily  true." 
Testimony  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  to  the 
Truth  of  the  Book  of  Doctrine  and 
Covenants. 


Missionary  Class. 

"  Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we 
attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with 
us  in  the  resurrection. 

And  if  a  person  gains  more  knowledge 
and  intelligence  in  this  life  through  his 
diligence  and  obedience  than  another,  he 
will  have  so  much  the  advantage  in  the 
world  to  come."  Doc.  and  Cov.  130: 
18,  19. 


New  Testament  Class. 

"  But  unto  the  Son  he  saith,  Thy 
throne,  0  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever;  a 
sceptre  of  righteousness  is  the  sceptre  of 
thy  kingdom.  Thou  hast  loved  righte- 
ousness, and  hated  iniquity ;  therefore  God 
even  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with 
the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy  fellows." 
Hebrews  1 :  8,  9. 


Church   History  Class. 

Come,  Come  You  Saints."    1st  verse. 


Kindergarten  Class. 

"  While  of  these  emblems  we  partake, 
In  Jesus'  name  and  for  His  sake, 
Let  us  remember  and  be  sure, 
Our  hearts  and  hands   are  clean  and 
pure." 


10 
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MISSION    MEMBERSHIP    CONTEST. 


During  the  past  three  years  there  has 
beeaa  held  three  distinct  contests  between 
the  Districts  of  the  Mission.  First  was 
1  he  Book  of  Mormon  distribution  contest 
in  1929.  Second  was  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon reading  contest,  September  21,  1931, 
to  March  21,  1932,  and  third  was  the 
Mission  Meeting  contest  from  May  1  to 
October  31,  1932. 

All  the  competitions  held  have  proved 
highly  beneficial  to  the  people.  Activity 
in  Church  work  is  the  result.  It  has  also 
become  evident  that  the  members  of  the 
Church  have  increased  in  faith  and  ability 
and  information  and  strength  in  these 
contests,  together  with  experience  and 
initiative  to  the  extent  that  they  are  able 
and  capable  to  become  good  missionaries 
themselves. 

Therefore,  President  Dalton  and  the 
Elders  at  their  recent  convention  in 
Johannesburg,  December  20,  1932,  to 
January  3,  1933,  inaugurated  a  Mission 
Membership  Contest,  which  officially  com- 
menced January  1  and  is  to  continue  until 
November  30,  1933. 

The  rules  of  the  contest  are  simply 
this:  That  the  District  having  the  most 
baptisms  into  the  Church  of  people  who 
are  considered  worthy  and  eligible  by  the 
District  President  and  Elders  from  Janu- 
ary 1  to  November  30,  1933,  in  comparison 
to  the  membership  population  December 
1,  1932,  will  be  the  winner  of  the  contest. 
The  District's  population  December  1, 
1932,  was  as  follows: — Cape,  305;  Trans- 
vaal, 284;  Port  Elizabeth,  113;  East 
London,  102;  Natal,  87;  Kimberley,  61; 
Bloemfontein,  61. 

The  one  baptised  is  to  nominate  the 
member  of  the  Church  who  has  been  most 
influential  in  bringing  him  or  her  into 
the  Church,  outside  the  regular  mission- 
aries. To  this  person  so  distinguished  the 
Mission  President  will  take  great  pleasure 
in  giving  a  choice  book  as  a  compliment 
and  to  the  person  in  the  Mission  who  is 
so  nominated  by  the  most  people  a  special 
complimentary  prize  of  ■  a  leather  bound 
Bible  and  combination  Book  of  Mormon, 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  and  Pearl  of 
Great  Price  will  be  given  and  to  the 
second  highest  so  nominated  will  go  a 
choice  of  either  of  the  two  books  just 
mentioned. 


To  the  District  having  the  most  bap- 
tisms as  above  indicated  will  be  awarded 
lessons  and  text-books  for  all  the  auxiliary 
organisations  in  the  District  for  1934. 
To  the  second  highest  District  will  be 
awarded  lessons  for  each  Sunday  School 
in  that  District  for  the  year  1934. 

However,  before  the  members  of  a  Dis- 
trict or  a  District  itself  becomes  eligible 
for  any  of  the  awards,  there  must  first  be 
an  increase  of  10  per  cent,  in  membership 
baptised  in  1933  in  the  District.  Nomi- 
nations are  to  be  made  and  reported  a+ 
the  time  of  baptism  and  after  the  10  per 
cent,  increase  has  been  reached  the  indi- 
vidual awards  by  President  Dalton  will 
be  given.  Reports  of  baptisms  and 
nominations  and  percentages  of  increase 
will  be  made  each  month  in  Cumorah's 
Southern  Cross. 

It  is  going  to  be  a  great  honour  and 
consolation  to  many  of  the  Church  mem- 
bers to  know  that  they  have  lived  good 
enough  and  thereby  taught  the  gospel  by 
example  so  that  others  have  been  led  into 
the  Church.  Also,  active  teaching  by 
precept  and  word  of  mouth,  cottage  meet- 
ings, visits,  tracting,  etc.,  by  the  members 
will  lead  others  to  accept  the  gospel.  The 
brethren  holding  the  Priesthood,  may  find 
they  are  selected  to  perform  baptisms  of 
their  own  converts. 

To  all,  the  following  beautiful  words 
from  the  Lord  will  be  a  great  source  for 
inspiration :  "  Remember  the  worth  of 
souls  is  great  in  the  sight  of  God;  for, 
behold,  the  Lord  your  Redeemer  suffered 
death  in  the  flesh;  wherefore  he  suffered 
the  pain  of  all  men,  that  all  men  might 
repent  and  come  unto  him.  And  he  ha+h 
risen  again  from  the  dead,  that  he  might 
bring  all  men  unto  him,  on  conditions 
of  repentance.  And  how  great  is  his  joy 
in  the  soul  that  repenteth !  Wherefore, 
you  are  called  to  cry  repentance  unto  this 
people.  And  if  it  so  be  that  you  should 
labour  all  your  days  in  crying  repentance 
unto  this  people,  and  bring,  save  it  be  one 
soul  unto  me,  how  great  shall  be  your  joy 
with  him  in  the  kingdom  of  my  Father ! 
And  now,  if  your  joy  will  be  great  with  one 
soul  that  you  have  brought  unto  me  into 
the  kingdom"  of  my  Father,  how  great  will 
be  your  joy  if  you  should  bring  many 
souls  unto  me !  "  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
Sec.  18,  10-16.— D. 
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ABOMINABLE   CREEDS- Continued. 

of  a  limbus  infantum,  urging  that  there  was 
no  middle  place.  Any  one  who  was  not 
with  Christ  could  not,  he  said,  be  anywhere 
except  with  the  devil. 

"  Dante  sees  the  spirits  of  unbaptised  in- 
fants in  the  first  circle  of  the  inferno,  where 
they  live  in  desire  of  seeing  God,  but  without 
hope. 

"  The  damnation  of  infants  was  an  acknow- 
ledged doctrine  of  Calvinism.  When  George 
Keith  impugned  the  doctrine,  Cotton  Mather 
and  other  Boston  ministers  wrote  a  treatise 
against  him  (A.D.  1690)  and  expressly  main- 
tained the  reprobation  of  infants  if  unbap- 
tised. 

"  It  was  also  the  all  but  universal  opinion 
among  Roman  Catholics."     P.  141. 

"  2.  What  have  been  the  prevalent  opinions 
as  to  the  salvation  of  the  Heathen,  who,  even 
alone,  form  the  vast  majority  of  mankind? 

"  St.  Francis  Xavier  wrote,  in  1552,  '  One 
of  the  things  that  most  pains  and  torments 
these  Japanese  is  that  we  teach  them  that 
the  prison  of  hell  is  irrevocably  shut.  For 
they  grieve  over  the  fate  of  their  departed 
children,  of  their  parents  and  relatives;  and 
they  often  show  their  grief  by  their  tears. 
So  they  ask  us  if  there  is  any  hope  *  *  * 
and  I  am  obliged  to  answer  that  there  is 
absolutely  none.  The  grief  at  this  affects 
and  torments  them  wonderfully;  they  almost 
p;ne  away  with  sorrow  *  *  *  I  can 
hardly  restrain  my  tears  sometimes  at  seeing 
many  so  dear  to  my  heart  suffer  such  intense 
pain  about  a  thing  which  is  already  done 
with  and  can  never  be  undone.'     P.  144. 

"  The  opinion  of  the  Westminster  Assembly 
of  Divines,  as  expressed  in  their  Larger 
Catechism,  is  that  '  they  who,  having  never 
heard  the  Gospel,  know  not  Jesus  Christ, 
and  believe  not  in  him,  cannot  be  saved,  be 
they  never  so  diligent  to  frame  their  lives 
according  to  the  light  of  nature  or  to  the 
law  of  that  religion  which  they  profess.' 

"  Again,  the  American  Board  of  Missions 
say  in  their  appeal,  '  Within  the  last  thirty 
years  a  whole  generation  of  five  hundred 
millions  have  gone  down  to  eternal  death'; 
and  again  in  their  tract  on  '  The  Great  Motive 
to  Missionary  Effort,'  '  the  heathen  *  *  * 
are  expressly  doomed  to  perdition.  Six  hun- 
dred millions  of  deathless  souls  on  the  brink 
of  hell!  What  a  spectacle!'  Again,  'The 
most  popular  preacher  in  England  has  re- 
cently asked  his  fellow-believers,  '  Can  we  go 
to  our  beds  and  sleep  while  China,  India, 
Japan,  and  other  nations  are  being  dam- 
ned?'"    P.  147. 

"  Indeed  it  seems  superfluous  to  pause  over 
the  proof  that  the  everlasting  damnation  of 
the  heathen  has  been  the  common  opinion  in 
the  church,  when  we  find  that  whole  treatises 
have  been  written  to  overthrow  the  common 
opinion  as  to  the  damnation  of  even  the 
purest  and  the  most  illustrious  of  them." 
Pp.   145-6. 

Dean  Farrar  then  points  out  that  many 
Protestant  writers  have  denied  salvation 


to  Roman  Catholics  and  Roman  Catholics 
in  turn  have  counted  Protestants  among 
the  lost. 

Quotations  are  cited  from  writers  who 
have  estimated  that  out  of  five  thousand 
or  possibly  out  of  ten  thousand  one  human 
being  might  be  saved. 

"  Du  Moulin,  a  History  Professor  at  Oxford, 
published  a  book  in  1680  on  the  '  Number  of 
the  Elect '  of  which  part  of  the  title  was 
'  proving  plainly  from  scripture  that  not  one 
in  a  hundred  thousand  (nay,  probably  not 
one  in  a  million)  from  Adam  down  to  our 
day,  shall  be  saved.'  Yet  not  even  Du  Moulin 
went  sufficiently  far  for  some  of  his  readers." 
P.  151. 

As    to    the    effect    of    the    doctrine    of 

endless  punishment "  we  read  in  the 
introductory  chapter  to  "  Mercy  and 
Judgment":  "  I  had  become  aware  that  the 
minds  of  many  of  the  living  were  hope- 
lessly harassed  and — I  can  use  no  other 
word — devastated  by  the  horror  with 
which  they  brooded  over  the  fate  of  the 
dead.  The  happiness  of  their  lives  was 
shattered,  the  peace  of  their  souls  des- 
troyed, not  by  the  sense  of  earthly 
bereavement,  but  by  the  terrible  belief 
that  brother,  or  son,  or  wife,  or  husband 
had  passed  away  into  physical  anguish 
and  physical  torment,  endless,  and  beyond 
all  utterance  excruciating.  Such  thoughts 
did  not  trouble  the  careless  or  the  brutal, 
who  might  be  supposed  to  need  them. 
They  troubled  only  the  tender-hearted  and 
the  sincere.  They  were  the  direct  result 
of  the  religious  teaching  which  they  had 
received  from  their  earliest  years.  To 
the  irreligious  poor  the  common  present- 
ment of  '  endless  torment '  was  a  mere 
stumbling  block :  to  the  best  of  the  religi- 
ous it  was  a  permanent  misery.  The 
irreligious  are  driven  to  disbelieve  in  any 
punishment,  because  they  have  heard  the 
punishment  with  which  they  are  threat- 
ened described  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
utterly  unbelievable ;  the  religious  accept 
these  coarse  pictures,  and  are  either 
hardened  by  them  into  lovelessness  or 
crushed  into  despair.  Pharisaism  and 
Infidelity  are  the  twin  children  of  every 
form  of  theology  which  obscures  the  ten- 
derness of  revelation,  and  belies  the  love 
of  God."     Pp.  4-5. 

In    chapter    four    the    effects    of    such 

teachings  are  further  discussed  as  follows : 

"  And   unauthorized   as  these   descriptions 
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of  hell-torments  certainly  are — false  as  I 
believe  most  of  them  to  be — have  they  done 
no  harm  to  humanity? 

"  To  me  it  seems  that  they  have  done 
deadly  harm. 

"  In  the  first  place  they  have  made  it  very 
difficult  for  multitudes  to  accept  any  part 
of  a  religion  which  comes  to  them  enveloped 
in  such  a  lurid  glare.  They  have  raised  in 
many  faithful  minds  an  almost  insuperable 
difficulty  in  accepting  the  real  revelation  as 
to  the  world  beyond  the  grave.  They  have 
created  the  perfect  fear  which  casts  out  all 
love."     P.   109. 

"  Again,  they  have  made  good  men  despair 
of  humanity,  despair  of  life.  God  said  to 
man,  '  Be  fruitful  and  multiply  ';  but  if  these 
doctrines  be  true,  they  make  this  the  most 
cruel  of  all  commands,  and  the  animals  are 
transcendently  happier,  and  have  a  lot  to  be 
unspeakably  envied  by  millions  of  mankind. 
Bunyan  may  well  say,  '  I  blessed  the  con- 
dition of  the  dog  or  toad,  because  they  had 
no  soul  to  perish  under  the  everlasting 
weight  of  hell.'  '  I  fancy,'  said  the  pious  and 
able  Henry  Rogers,  '  I  should  not  grieve  if 
the  whole  race  of  mankind  died  in  its  fourth 
year. 

As  far  as  we  can  see,  I  do  not  know  that 
it  would  be  a  thing  much  to  be  lamented.' 
Thus,  the  belief  in  these  false  representations 
has  driven  holy  Christian  men  to  conclusions 
differing  but  little  from  those  of  the  most 
advanced  and  infidel  materialism,  which 
declares  the  existence  of  mankind  to  be  a 
miserable  mistake."     P.  110. 

"  It  was  these  doctrines  which  made  men 
think  that  they  did  God  service  by  thrusting 
martyrs  to  gasp  out  their  souls  in  the  flames 
of  Toledo  and  of  Smithfield.  '  As  the  souls 
of  heretics  are  hereafter  to  be  eternally 
burning  in  hell ' — such  was  the  reasoning  of 
Queen  Mary  Tudor  in  defence  of  her  awful 
persecution — '  there  can  be  nothing  more 
proper  than  for  me  to  imitate  the  Divine 
Vengeance  by  burning  them  on  earth.' " 
P.   116. 

"  The  popular  belief  in  the  inconceivable 
brutalities,  which  (as  they  are  told)  went 
on  in  hell,  made  men  indifferent  to  the  guilt 
and  shame  of  inflicting  torments  on  the 
bodies   of   their   fellow-men." 

While  Dr.  Farrar  discusses  such 
teachings  as  we  have  quoted  as  being  the 
"  common  view  "  he  maintains  that  some 
theologians  have  advanced  a  broader  view 
and  then  says :  "  The  reason  why  neither 
the  Catholic  Church,  nor  the  English 
branch  of  it,  has  ever  defined  the  precise 
beliefs  which  have  been  taught  by  hun- 
dreds of  individual  preachers,  is  because 
Scriptural  teaching  on  this  subject  has  left 
room  for  very  wide  diversities  of  opinion/' 
P.  8. 


Tn  the  lighl  of  this  statement  it  is  clour 
that  the  biblical  scriptures  had  not  been 
a  sufficient  guide,  and  that  there  was 
surely  a  need  for  new  revelations  from 
God  to  dissipate  the  "gross  darkness" 
that  enveloped   the  minds  oi   Hie  people. 

How  grateful  we  should  be  thai  <i<>d 
has  made  clear  to  his  Latter-day  Church 
that  in  his  mercy  and  love  there  is  hope, 
even  for  the  sinner,  in  the  life  beyond, 
after  he  shall  have  paid  the  just  penalty 
for  his  evil  deeds.  What  a  flood  of  light 
and  wisdom  is  given  to  mankind  in  the 
glorious  revelation  constituting  section 
seventy-six1  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 
How  thankful  we  should  be  for  the  doc- 
trine of  Salvation  for  the  Dead  whereby 
the  redemption  of  those  who  died  in 
ignorance  is  made  possible. 

There  have  been  numerous  critics  of  the 
"  Mormon  "  doctrine  of  "  hope  beyond  the 
grave."  Let  Dean  Farrar  answer  them : 
"  Nothing  is  more  strange  to  me  than  the 
constantly  recurring  objection  that  the 
Gospel  of  Eternal  Hope  derogates  from 
the  necessity  for  the  awful  self-sacrifice 
of  Christ.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  bles- 
sedness of  that  sacrifice  is  infinitely 
enhanced  if  its  effects  be  powerful  even 
beyond  the  grave ;  and  that  our  love  and 
gratitude  to  him  is  unspeakably  intensified 
if  we  can  believe  that  even  in  death  he  is 
able  and  willing  to  save  our  souls." — 
Preface  to  Eternal  Hope.     P.  14. 

Whether  through  direct  or  indirect 
contact  with  "  Mormon  "  literature  dur- 
ing the  forty  years  that  the  restored 
Gospel  had  been  preached  in  England,  or 
through  the  inspiration  of  heaven  granted 
to  a  great  and  generous  soul,  certain  it  is 
that  the  light  revealed  to  men  through 
Joseph  Smith  had  reached  the  mind  of 
the  man  who  wrote  these  concluding 
paragraphs  to  the  book,  "  Mercy  and 
Judgment " : 

"  I  believe  that  God  is  Love. 

"  I  believe  that  God  willeth  all  men  to  be 
saved. 

"  I  believe  that  God  has  given  to  all  men 

the  gift  of   immortality  and   that  the   gifts 
of  God   are  without   repentance. 

"  I  believe  that  every  man  shall  stand 
before  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ,  and  shall 
be   judged   according  to   his   deeds. 
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"  I  believe  that  man's  destiny  stops  not 
at  the  grave,  and  that  many  who  knew  not 
Christ   here   will    know   him   there. 

"  I  believe  that  '  in  the  depths  of  the 
Divine  compassion  there  may  be  opportunity 
to  win  faith  in  the  future  state.' 

"  I  believe  that  hereafter — whether  by 
means  of  the  '  almost-sacrament  of  death ' 
or  in  other  ways  unknown  to  us — God's 
mercy  may  reach  many  who,  to  all  earthly 
appearance,  might  seem  to  us  to  die  in  a  lost 
and  unregenerate  state. 

"  I  believe  that  the  punishment  is  effected, 
not  by  arbitrary  inflictions,  but  by  natural 
and  inevitable  consequences,  and  therefore 
that  the  expressions  which  have  been  inter- 
preted to  mean  physical  and  material  agonies 
by  worm  and  flame  are  metaphors  for  a  state 
of  remorse  and  alienation  from  God. 

"  I  believe  that  Christ  went  and  preached 
to  the  spirits  in  prison,  and  I  see  reasons 
to  hope  that  since  the  Gospel  was  thus  once 
preached  '  to  them  that  were  dead,'  the  offers 
of  God's  mercy  may  in  some  form  be  ex- 
tended to  the  soul,  even  after  death. 

"  I  believe  that  there  will  be  degrees  of 
blessedness  and  degrees  of  punishment  or 
deprivation,  and  I  see  reasons  to  hope  that 
there  may  be  gradual  mitigations  of  penal 
doom  to  all  souls  that  accept  the  Will  of  God 
respecting  them. 

"  And  I  believe  that  to  be  without  God  is 
'  hell ';  and  that  in  this  sense  there  is  a  hell 
beyond  the  grave;  and  that  for  any  soul  to 
fall  even  for  a  time  into  this  condition, 
though  it  be  through  its  own  hardened  im- 
penitence and  resistance  of  God's  grace,  is  a 
very  awful  and  terrible  prospect;  and  that 
in  this  sense  there  may  be  for  some  souls  an 
endless  hell.  But  I  see  reason  to  hope  that 
through  God's  mercy,  and  through  the  merits 
of  Christ's  sacrifice,  the  great  majority  of 
mankind  may  be  delivered  from  this  awful 
doom.  For,  according  to  the  Scriptures, 
though,  I  know  not  what  its  nature  will  be 
or  how  it  will  be  effected. 

"  I  believe  in  the  restitution  of  all  things ; 
and 

"  I  believe  in  the  coming  of  that  time 
when — though  in  what  sense  I  cannot  pretend 
to  explain  or  to  fathom — 

God  will  be  all  in  all." 


MISSION  NEWS. 


Sacrament   Gem   for 
February,      1933. 


Again  we  meet  around  the  board 
Of  Jesus,  our  redeeming  Lord, 
With  faith  in  His  atoning  blood, 
Our  only  access  unto  God. 


CAPE   DISTRICT. 


Elder    Harold    H.    Smith,    District    President, 
"  Cumorah,"     Main     Road,     Mowbray. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10-30  a.m.  and  7-0  p.m.;  Mutual,  Tuesdays,  7-30  p.m.; 
Relief  Society  ard  Priesthood  Meeting,  Thursdays', 
7-45  p.m. 

The  holiday  season  has  been  a  very 
quiet  but  nice  one  with  the  members  of 
the  Cape  District.  Many  of  the  members 
took  advantage  of  the  long  week-ends 
afforded  and  went  out  to  enjoy  themselves 
in  the  open. 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  birth  of  a 
fine  baby  girl,  born  December  30,  to  Bro. 
and  Sis.  Leslie  Halse;  of  Eerste  Eiver. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keytel,  of  East  London, 
spent  the  holidays  with  Bro.  George  Kehl 
and  family. 

During_  the  absence  of  the  Mission 
President  and  the  Elders  from  Cumorah, 
Cumorah  was  looked  after  by  Bro.  and 
Sis.  Walter  N.  Park. 

Elders  John  C.  Dalton  and  Wayne  D. 
Strong  left  for  the  Elders'  Convention 
December  15  and  were  followed  on  the 
18th  by  Elders  Evan  P.  Wright,  Albert-  E. 
Clarkson  and  Harold  H.  Smith. 

Sis.  Muriel  Groves,  of  Johannesburg, 
arrived  January  16  at  Cumorah,  where 
she  will  spend  the  next  two  weeks  of  her 
holiday. 

Elders  John  C.  Dalton  and  C.  D.  Taylor 
and  Stanford  G.  Smith  returned  to  Cape 
Town  January  7.  Elder  H.  H.  Smith 
arrived  January  9.  President  and  Sis. 
Dalton  and  family  came  January  11  and 
were  accompanied  by  Elder  Clarence  E. 
Randall,  who  will  work  here  for  a  few 
weeks.  Elder  Evan  P.  Wright  arrived 
January  14  after  having  made  a  brief  visit 
to  Port  Elizabeth.  Elder  John  H.  Smith 
arrived  from  Durban  January  15  to  work 
for  a  while  with  his  brother,  Elder  Stan- 
ford G.  Smith. 
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TRANSVAAL    DISTRICT. 

Elder    Eldon     Harris,     District    President, 
395    Commissioner  St.,  Johannesburg. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Tuesday,  8  p.m.  ; 
Friday,  8  p.m.  ;  and  Sunday,  10-30  a.m.  and  7-30 
p.m. 

A  very  delightful  social  was  held  at 
Ramah  on  December  9,  when  the  Mutual 
had  charge  of  the  evening  of  games  and 
entertainment.  President  and  Sis.  Dalton 
were  present  and  supplied  the  refresh- 
ments for  the.  crowd. 

On  December  15  Elders  Eldon  Harris 
and  E.  MacArthur  made  a  trip  to  Boks- 
burg,  where  they  visited  with  Bro.  Tom 
Hancock  and  also  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hellon  and  family. 

On  December  22  the  Xmas  tree  for  the 
children  of  the  Waterval  Branch  was 
attended  by  President  Dalton  and  Elder 
Knight.  The  evening  was  well  planned 
with  a  good  programme,  after  which 
Father  Christmas  came  and  pleased  the 
children  with  gifts. 

Johannesburg  Branch's  Xmas  tree  was 
held  at  Ramah  on  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber 23.  The  programme  was  in'  charge 
of  the  branch  officers,  and  was  put  over 
very  nicely  with  a  Father  Christmas  and 
many  happy  children. 

On  January  1  a  new  branch  was 
organized  at  the  home  of  Elder  and  Sis.  L. 
G.  Muir  in  Rossetenville.  Elder  Muir  has 
been  a  part-time  missionary  during  the 
past  few  months,  and  we  expect  big  things 
from  the  "  Liahona  "  branch  in  the  future, 
with  he  and  his  devoted  family  in  charge. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Botha  and  Miss  Visagie  and 
the  following  friends  were  present:  Pre- 
sident Dalton  and  Elders  C.  E.  Randall, 
Eldon  Harris,  J.  C.  Dalton,  R.  Knight, 
and  Stanford  Smith. 

Elders  Richard  Knight  and  Albert  E. 
Clarkson  have  been  transferred  to  Pre- 
toria to  start  missionary  work  again  in 
the  Capital  City.  Elder  Eldon  Harris 
has  taken  the  place  of  Elder  Clarence  E. 
Randall  as  District  President  of  the 
Transvaal  District  and  Elder  Wayne 
Strong  will  labour  as  his  companion. 

NATAL    DISTRICT. 

Elder    Ervin    MacArthur,    District    President, 
64   Brand  Road,  Durban. 

Meetings  held  at  Patlansky  Studio, 
Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m.  Relief 
Society,  Wednesday,   7-30  p.m. 


The  evening  of  November  2i\  was  spent 

celebrating    birthdays    by    the     Durban 

Branch,  three  enjoying  the  memorable! 
occasion.  President  and  Sis.  Dalton  and 
Elder  and  Sis.  Brummer  arrived  Sunday 
via  "  Carnarvon  Castle  "  and  attended  the 
Conference  sessions,  giving  instructions 
and  leaving  cheer  and  happiness  with  the 
people,  and  left  for  Johannesburg  on 
November  30. 

December  saw  the  Durban  Relief 
Society  delegates  to  the  Relief  Convention 
on  their  way  to  Johannesburg.  Sisters 
Maude  Street,  Charlotte  M.  Hancock  and 
Gladys  M.  Sweeney,  of  Jacobs,  being  the 
delegates. 

Mrs.  Natalie  Johnson,  a  novelist,  was 
cheered  off  on  her  journey  to  England  by 
the  Elders  on  December  8. 

Elder  Stanford  G.  Smith  arrived  in 
Durban  for  a  visit  with  his  brother  John 
Henry  before  Convention. 

Sis.  Hazel  Street  was  baptised  on 
December  17  by  Elder  Willard  H.  Godfrey 
and  confirmed  by  Elder  J.  H.  Smith  the 
same  day. 

Elders  W.  H.  Godfrey,  J.  H.  Smith 
and  S.  G.  Smith  left  for  Convention  at 
Johannesburg  on  December  16. 

The  Branch  was  left  in  charge  of 
local  brethren,  Bros.  H.  J.  Trestrail,  A. 
Fagan^and  C.  A.  Smith. 


PORT    ELIZABETH    DISTRICT. 

Elder  Clarence  D.  Taylor,  District  President, 
3,    Cuyler    Street,    Port    Elizabeth. 

Services  held  at  Mechanics'  Hall,  No.  9 
Donkin  Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.0 
p.m.;    Wednesdays,   7.30   p.m. 

An  exceptionally  good  picnic  was  held 
on  Dingaan's  Day  at  New  Brighton  Beach. 
All  the  people  present  helped  Elder  Smith 
celebrate  his  nineteenth  birthday,  and  all 
had  an  enjoyable  time  playing  many 
interesting  games. 

During  the  past  month  Mutual  Im- 
provement Association  meetings  have  been 
held  as  a  substitute  for  Relief  Society 
meetings,  and  will  continue  indefinitely. 

The  Elders  made  their  regularly  month- 
ly trip  to  Uitenhage  on  December  12, 
1932.  There  they  found  the  members 
well  and  in  good  spirits,  and  visited  Mr. 
Stowe  and  Mrs.  Gosling. 

On    December    18    the    Elders    C.    D. 
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Taylor  and  M.  F.  Smith  left  Port  Eliza- 
beth for  Elders'  Convention,  which  is  to 
be  held  in  Johannesburg.  The  branch  was 
left  in  charge  of  Branch  President 
R.  K.   F.   Doller. 


During  the  month  the  Priesthood  have 
taken  an  active  part  in  branch  teaching 
and  short  speeches  in  meetings. 


To     Understand     Mormonism 

Read    the    Books    published    by    the    Church — 
We  Recommend — 

Story  and  Philosophy  of  Mormonism           -          -  Jas.  E.  Talmage  75  ct.  3/6. 

The  Gospel B.  H.  Roberts  $1.25   5/6. 

Write,  for  a  complete   Catalog  of  Church  Boo/^s. 

DESERET    BOOK    COMPANY,   P.O.   Box  1793, 

Salt    Lake    City,    Utah,     U.S.A. 

Ladies'    and    Gent/s   Tailors    and    Outfitters. 

The  Last  Word  in  FINE  FABRICS  and  SMART  STYLES. 
46  Main  Road,  Mowbray.  Phone  519,  Woodstock. 


Essop    Abdullah, 

Public  Benefit  Store, 
35  Somerset  Rd.,  Cape  Town. 


We    Sell    the    Cheapest   Groceries 
in  the  Docks  area. 


BUY  YOUR  GROCERIES 

FROM 

General  Dealer, 

Gas     Buildings,    Main    Road,    Mowbray. 
Phone  :  Woodstock  623. 


Telephone  :    1 434  Central. 

HEALTH,  COMFORT  AND  SLEEP  are    largely    governed    by    suitable 

BEDDING  such  as  is  made  by 

OCKHIM       &       CO., 

146    BUITENGRACHT    STREET,  -  -    -     CAPE    TOWN. 

SAVE    MONEY    in  these  Bad  Times  and  give  a  call  at 


A 


RAHIM 


(Opposite  Roman  Catholic  Church), 

S3    B@>WMMWWE    M@^®f    ®MWM    ^@WIft 

High-class    Grocer    and    Provision    Merchant. 

Prices  to  suit  the  Depression.         Our  Motto  is  :  SMALL  PROFIT,  QUICK  RETURN. 
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Phone   1207   Woodstock. 


m 


The  CHEAP  GROCERS    and 
PROVISION    MERCHANTS. 

Fresh    Bacon,     Butter,     Cheese    and    Eggs 
always  in  stock. 

Our  Prices  Defy    Competition. 

Orders  called  for  and  delivered  daily. 

260    Victoria    Road,    Woodstock. 


Phone  552    Woodstock.  Estab.    1899. 

FOR     VALUE     &     CIVILITY. 


H 


ITD., 
Main    Road,    Mowbray. 

Ladies'  and  Children's  Drapers  and 

Gent.'s  Outfitters. 

DIRECT        IMPORTERS. 


THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  &    DUNCAN, 

'  Main  Road,   Mowbray. 
Phone  531    Woodstock. 


Mowbray    Fish    Supply 

Phone  996  Woodstock. 
Fresh  and  Smoked  Fish  Daily. 


BUY  YOUR   MILK 

FROM 

Hayes'    Dairy. 

CUMORAH  DOES. 

Clean Fresh Pure. 

33     William     Street, 
MOWBRAY. 


Something    to    make    a 
noise  about ! 


Ask  for 


McKay's  Bread 

Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory — Main   Road,  Mowbray. 


LOGAN'S   for  all   SPORTING   EQUIPMENT 

We  specialize  in  TENNIS   and  BASEBALL  EQUIPMENT. 

LOGAN'S    SPORTS    (Pty.),    LTD., 

114    ADDERLEY    STREET. 


Phone  :  Central  75. 


USE 


POULTRY 
FOODS 


F. 


"  ENTERPRISE  " 

CHICK  SEED,  MIXED  GRAIN  AND  MEALS 
EIGHT  FIRST  PRIZES,  ROSEBANK,  JULY,  1932 
BEST  UTRECHT  COBBLES  &  WOOD  DELIVERED 

LINCOLN    LEAK   (Pty.)    Ltd., 

MAIN    ROAD,    OBSERVATORY. 


Phone  :  65  Woodstock. 


Established    1899. 
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